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Richard H. Cummings: Cold War Radio: The Dangerous History of American Broadcasting in Europe, 1950-
1989 before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Cold War Radio:
The Dangerous History of American Broadcasting in Europe, 1950-19809:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. While the stories told are fascinating and the research done ...By


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0786441380

Brian Sullivanwhile the stories told are fascinating and the research done to support them was thorough, the author's
writing style made this a difficult read. Thisreally could have benefited from a co-author.2 of 2 people found the
following review helpful. An important phase in the history of the US and our international relationsBy RecumbentAs
a security director for Radio Free Europe during critical years of the "cold war", with a broad background in all phases
of "security”, Rich Cummings writes a fascinating report on the intrigue, behind-the-scenes planning and violent
incidents of the epoch. Those of us who lived in Europe at the time did not know what was happening around us, but
Rich's book reveals the full scope of the not-so-cold war in which we participated. Excellent reading for anyone
interested in US history from the 50's to the 90's, and indispensable for persons making foreign relations decisions
today - lest we forget the lessons of history!2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Cold War cockpitBy B.
Kovriglt seemsthat Radio Free Europe and Radio Liberty managed to annoy at one time or another people of virtually
al political persuasions, on both sides of the Iron Curtain, from Senator Fulbright to Nicolae Ceausescu. That alone
was probably sufficient evidence of their utility. But the sustained efforts of Communist regimes and their agents to
denigrate, slander, and violently attack - including bombing and poisonings - RFE/RL and its staff serve to remind us
that the institution was a powerful champion of liberty in itstarget areas. | knew Vlad Georgescu, the eminently
civilized and cultured head of Romanian broadcasting, and saw him succumb to a brain tumour that owed to criminal
poisoning. Thus there were victims of communism even in the Free World. Richard Cummings ably relates these
campaignsto silence the voice of freedom. He deserves great credit for telling the story.

During the Cold War, Radio Free Europe and Radio Liberty broadcast uncensored news and commentary to people
living in communist nations. As critical elements of the CIA's early covert activities against communist regimesin
Eastern Europe, the Munich-based stations drew alarge audience despite efforts to jam the broadcasts and ban citizens
from listening to them. This history of the stations in the Cold War erareveals the perils their staff faced from the
Soviet Union, Bulgaria, Romania and other communist states. It recounts in detail the murder of writer Georgi
Markov, the 1981 bombing of the stations by "Carlos the Jackal," infiltration by KGB agent Oleg Tumanov and other
events. Appendicesinclude security reports, letters between Carlos the Jackal and German terrorist Johannes Weinrich
and other documents, many of which have never been published.

"The Director of Security Radio Liberty for 15 years from 1980 onwards. Cummings experience as a Russian linguist
serving in the US Air Force in Berlin in the 1960s places him in the perfect position to supply this examination. For
anyone with even the dightest interest in the machinery of the Cold War, it's safe to say that 'Cold War Radio'
deserves your attention." --Historytimes.com"heartily recommend" --Popular Communications'valuable...excellent" --
Journal of Cold War Studies'A shortwave radio thriller...takes readers deep inside a world that their casual listening to
these shortwave stations would never have revealed." --Radio Heritage Foundation”Very well-documented.” --Free
Media OnlineAbout the AuthorRichard H. Cummings was the director of security for Radio Free Europe/Radio
Liberty for 15 years beginning in 1980. He currently livesin Dusseldorf, Germany.



