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Easley Blackwood : Complete Book of Opening Leads  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Complete Book of Opening Leads: 

8 of 9 people found the following review helpful. Hoary classic has been left in the dust.By 
atakdoug@csonline.netEasley Blackwood is famous, and justifiably so. But his book on opening leads just doesn't cut 
it. It will teach you two major lessons about opening leads. First, when your world-class opponents use strange and 
often archaic bidding methods to arrive at difficult contracts that will make against poor defense, you should make the 
opening lead that will work the best. And second, classic methods (fourth best, top of a sequence, etc.) are good 
because they give information to your partner, while modern innovations are bad because they give information to the 
declarer.There are some interesting tidbits, but only a true masochist would attempt to learn much about opening leads 
from this book. On the other hand, if you like reading about interesting hands that were played in world 
championships twenty to forty years ago, and if you're into name-dropping, I can wholeheratedly recommend 
Blackwood's effort.Anyone who needs a recommendation on what to get instead, feel free to ask.5 of 6 people found 
the following review helpful. VERBOSE, and there are much better books available.By A CustomerThe BEST book 
on Opening leads is "Opening Leads" by Mike Lawrence. Its the most thorough and deepest of the books on the 
subject (that Ive read). The next best is "Opening Leads" by Robert Ewen. Its a faster read, and should be read before 
the Mike Lawrence book. I alos like the "Improve your Opening Leads" by Hugh Kelsey (read it after the Ewen 
book).This book (by Blackwood)is verbose, and doesnt cover the subject well. While it gives a number of actual 
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hands, it spends a lot of time on other topics. Anything it covers is also coverered in the 3 books above, and they do a 
far better job. The 3 books above have quizzes, while this book just gives isolated examples.1 of 2 people found the 
following review helpful. A complete treatise on the opening leadBy Bob SimkinsThe most complete book ever 
written on opening leads.

The most comprehensive book ever written on opening leads. Almost every situation imaginable is presented with a 
wealth of examples from world championship play.


