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Shaun Gallagher : Correlated: Surprising Connections Between Seemingly Unrelated Things  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Correlated: Surprising Connections 
Between Seemingly Unrelated Things: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. I love learning about strange connections and correlated did not 
disappointBy dennis d curlett jrI love learning about strange connections and correlated did not disappoint. I wonder 
what percentage of people who did not recently buy the battle for brazil on would agree???1 of 4 people found the 
following review helpful. So bad.By Rebecca R.This was a spectacular waste of money.2 of 2 people found the 
following review helpful. What a fun book!By semanticsissueObviously, most statisticians probably won't approve (as 
the author himself admits), but definitely an entertaining book to have around the house. The book presents a wide 
variety of interesting correlations, such as the relationship between nail-biting and playing video games and the 
relationship between introversion and preferring corn off the cob. It's fun to read through the correlations and think 
about what might be driving these random relationships.Also, the author throws in some interesting mini stats lessons 
(e.g., "Statistics 101: Correlation and Causation") throughout the book, which are surprisingly accessible yet 
informative.

Mind-blowing statistics and crazy connectionsfrom the number-crunching genius behind a popular blog. Based on 
findings on Correlated.org, this surprising and very funny book presents bizarre-but-true correlations between 
seemingly unrelated things.Based on daily polls and statistical analysis, in CORRELATED, Gallagher reveals: People 
who prefer Miss Piggy to Kermit the Frog are more than twice as likely than average to have tattoos People with body 
piercings are twice as likely as the average person to have deployed a fire extinguisher People with bumper stickers on 
their car are more likely than average to have square dancedYoull never look at poll results or scientific sound bites 
the same way again!

Praise for Shaun Gallagher's website Correlated.org:We predict this site will launch a thousand graduate 
theses"Freakonomics"Help further the cause of science!"Pee-wee Herman"A totally trustworthy-looking 
website"Cracked.com"Hysterical site"Dean Karlan, Yale Professor of Economics"Pretty much the best website 
ever."Facebook analytics manager Alex BainPraise for Experimenting with Babies:"Experimenting with Babies is a 
wonderful book, giving parents a hands-on way to understand their baby's emerging mind. The experiments are easy, 
fun, and nicely annotated with the real science behind them. What a fabulous way for parents to get to know their new 
child!"Lise Eliot, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Neuroscience at the Chicago Medical School of Rosalind Franklin 
University and author of What's Going On in There? How the Brain and Mind Develop in the First Five Years of 
LifeWith the marketplace urging parents to buy all manner of things to make their babies smart, Gallaghers book 
offers parents a view based in science on how much babies really know and figure out on their own. Parents will have 
fun with this book and gain new respect and awe for their babies amazing capabilities.Roberta Michnick Golinkoff, 
Ph.D., H. Rodney Sharp Professor, University of Delaware and coauthor of How Babies Talk, Einstein Never Used 
Flash Cards, and a Mandate for Playful Learning in PreschoolAbout the AuthorShaun Gallagher is a writer and a 
former magazine and newspaper editor who runs the popular website Correlated.org that explores the surprising world 
of statistics. He is also the author of Experimenting with Babies. He lives with his wife and two sons in Wilmington, 
Delaware.Excerpt. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.INTRODUCTIONIf youve ever wondered whether 
iPod owners are more likely to stir their drinks counterclockwise, whether nonfiction lovers are more likely to have a 
positive opinion about France, or whether tea drinkers are more likely to prefer mechanical pencils, then this is the 
book for you!The data that underpin the statistics youll find in this book come from Correlated.org, a website devoted 
to uncovering surprising correlations between seemingly unrelated things.Each day, a new poll question is posted on 
the site, and at the end of the day, the poll responses are tallied up and compared with the results of every previous poll 
to find the two responses with the strongest correlation.For this book, Ive taken Correlated.orgs large data 
set1,089,173 poll responses from 36,305 respondentsand generated all-new statistics in which the results of each poll 
were compared not only with previous polls but with the entirety of the available data. For the 182 topics chosen for 
inclusion in the book, the median sample size was 2,290 and the mean sample size was 2,222.Although the statistics in 
this book are all based on real data, the methodology by which the correlations are generated is not intended to stand 
up to professional scrutiny. (In fact, it would probably make a professional statistician weep.) Rather, the correlations 
are intended to be amusing and thought provoking, and to illustrate some of the absurdities that result when you ignore 
tricky concepts such as confounding variables or the multiple-testing problem.I hope you enjoy the surprising statistics 
presented here, and I hope youll join the thousands of others who help generate new correlations by contributing to 
Correlated.org.80s Music40% of people have boycotted a company.But among those who consider music from the 80s 
to be oldies, 52% have boycotted a company.----------------53% of people are Foo Fighters fans.But among those who 
consider music from the 80s to be oldies, only 41% are Foo Fighters fans.----------------70% of people are adept at 



using chopsticks.But among those who consider music from the 80s to be oldies, only 58% are adept at using 
chopsticks.DOUBLE PLAYYoure extremely likely to consider music from the 80s to be oldies if you both:always 
wash your hands after using a public restroomprefer Jake Gyllenhaals movies to Maggie GyllenhaalsNO 
CORRELATIONPeople who consider music from the 80s to be oldies are almost exactly as likely as the average 
person to:have been involved in student governmentdislike honey-mustard saucehave a nine-to-five type of jobAAA 
(The Auto Club)38% of people have had a poison ivy rash.But among those who belong to AAA, 54% have had a 
poison ivy rash.----------------77% of people say that if a person dislikes them, its generally because they dont know the 
real me.But among those who belong to AAA, 89% say that if a person dislikes them, its generally because they dont 
know the real me.----------------29% of people have visited a chiropractor.But among those who belong to AAA, 40% 
have visited a chiropractor.DOUBLE PLAYYoure extremely likely to belong to AAA if you both:prefer a hot 
breakfast over a cold breakfastconsider yourself more generous than the average personNO CORRELATIONPeople 
who belong to AAA are almost exactly as likely as the average person to:prefer Google Chrome as their browsersay 
theyd agree to work a midnight-to-8-a.m. shift for the next 10 years if the pay were $1 million a yearhave never had 
asthmaAbsent-Mindedness25% of people say they are better at punctuality than punctuation.But among those who 
wouldnt describe themselves as absent-minded, 38% say they are better at punctuality than punctuation.----------------
32% of people say they had a negative first impression of Pope Francis.But among those who wouldnt describe 
themselves as absent-minded, 44% had a negative first impression of Pope Francis.----------------42% of people 
regularly eat yogurt.But among those who wouldnt describe themselves as absent-minded, 52% regularly eat 
yogurt.DOUBLE PLAYYoure extremely likely to say you arent absent-minded if you both:arent a cowardthink 
clowns are funNO CORRELATIONPeople who wouldnt describe themselves as absent-minded are almost exactly as 
likely as the average person to:say the city where they live is more important than the job they dokeep it a secret if 
they found out they had only six months to livehave participated in an eating contestAdam and Eve38% of people 
ascend the stairs two at a time.But among those who dont think Adam and Eve had belly buttons, 50% ascend the 
stairs two at a time.----------------36% of people dislike sideburns.But among those who dont think Adam and Eve had 
belly buttons, 48% dislike sideburns.----------------49% of people prefer Steven over Stephen.But among those who 
dont think Adam and Eve had belly buttons, 60% prefer Steven over Stephen.DOUBLE PLAYYoure extremely likely 
to think that Adam and Eve didnt have belly buttons if you both:find Australians sexyare not a fan of ColdplayNO 
CORRELATIONPeople who dont think Adam and Eve had belly buttons are almost exactly as likely as the average 
person to:refuse to tip a server when they receive poor serviceprefer to be the X in tic-tac-toeown flat-screen TVsAir 
Freshener66% of people like cotton candy.But among those who use air freshener in their home, 79% like cotton 
candy.----------------45% of people say they are closer to lower class than upper class.But among those who use air 
freshener in their home, 58% say they are closer to lower class than upper class.----------------42% of people have 
bouts of indigestion more often than bouts of indignation.But among those who use air freshener in their home, 52% 
have bouts of indigestion more often than bouts of indignation.DOUBLE PLAYYoure extremely likely to use air 
freshener in your home if you both:prefer debit cards over credit cardsregularly wear cologne/perfumeNO 
CORRELATIONPeople who use air freshener in their home are almost exactly as likely as the average person to:fear 
public speakingapply antiperspirant at nightput a cap on uppercase JsAisle Seat vs. Window Seat34% of people tend to 
micromanage when theyre in a leadership role.But among those who prefer an aisle seat on a plane, only 20% tend to 
micromanage when theyre in a leadership role.----------------41% of people arent bothered by parents who kiss their 
adult children on the lips.But among those who prefer an aisle seat on a plane, 54% arent bothered by parents who kiss 
their adult children on the lips.----------------39% of people believe the chicken came before the egg.But among those 
who prefer an aisle seat on a plane, 52% believe the chicken came before the egg.DOUBLE PLAYYoure extremely 
likely to prefer an aisle seat on a plane if you both:say your primary alarm clock is not your phoneare good at parallel 
parkingNO CORRELATIONPeople who prefer an aisle seat on a plane are almost exactly as likely as the average 
person to:prefer to dry their hands with paper towels in public restroomssay they can perform a handstandcut the fabric 
tags off of clothingSTATISTICS 101:MARGIN OF ERRORSuppose you live in a bustling city with half a million 
residents, and you want to know what percentage of those residents prefer Beethoven to Mozart.It would be 
impractical to ask all 500,000 of them, so instead, you decide to ask a representative sample.As you might imagine, the 
larger your sample size, the more likely their responses will reflect the preferences of the entire population.A polls 
margin of error tells you the range of expected variation between your poll results and the value you would get if you 
polled the entire population. Margin of error decreases as your sample size grows.Heres an example: Suppose you poll 
1,000 residents and find that 48% prefer Beethoven and 52% prefer Mozart.With about 95% confidence (see page 19), 
your margin of error is plus or minus 3 percentage points, meaning its highly likely that if you were to repeat your 
survey with another sample group, the percentage of people who say they prefer Beethoven would be between 45% 
and 51%, and the percentage of people who say they prefer Mozart would be between 49% and 55%.Its plausible, 
however, that if you were to poll the entire city, you might find the percentage of people who prefer Beethoven is 
actually at the top of the expected range, 51%, and the percentage who prefer Mozart might be at the bottom of the 
expected range, 49%.Because of this possibility, when the range of values that fall within a polls margin of error 



overlap, the results of the poll are often described as a statistical tie, meaning that we cannot be sufficiently confident 
that one option is preferred over the other.Aliens60% of people have never been in a fistfight.But among those who 
dont believe aliens exist, 72% have never been in a fistfight.----------------49% of people swear a lot.But among those 
who dont believe aliens exist, only 37% swear a lot.----------------32% of people have had to make a life-or-death 
decision.But among those who dont believe aliens exist, only 21% have had to make a life-or-death 
decision.DOUBLE PLAYYoure extremely likely to think aliens dont exist if you both:oppose gay marriagethink 
prostitution should be illegalNO CORRELATIONPeople who dont believe aliens exist are almost exactly as likely as 
the average person to:have never cried over the death of someone theyve never metprefer little dogsnot own any 
leather clothing, aside from footwear or beltsAll-Nighters45% of people use the phrase a couple to mean a few, rather 
than exactly two of something.But among those who have never pulled an all-nighter, 67% use the phrase a couple to 
mean a few, rather than exactly two of something.----------------64% of people think that fooling kids into thinking that 
Santa is real is a harmless fib.But among those who have never pulled an all-nighter, 82% think that fooling kids into 
thinking that Santa is real is a harmless fib.----------------20% of people prefer their application dock/dashboard to run 
along the side of their screen.But among those who have never pulled an all-nighter, 37% prefer their application 
dock/dashboard to run along the side of their screen.DOUBLE PLAYYoure extremely likely to have never pulled an 
all-nighter if you both:tilt your head to the left when you go in for a kissdont have a long commuteNO 
CORRELATIONPeople who have never pulled an all-nighter are almost exactly as likely as the average person to:be 
dog loversregularly clip couponsbe more likely to splurge on where they stay than where they eat while on 
vacationBananas53% of people prefer lemonade to iced tea.But among those who dont like bananas, 71% prefer 
lemonade to iced tea.----------------74% of people like pumpkin pie.But among those who dont like bananas, only 57% 
like pumpkin pie.----------------24% of people say they have curly hair.But among those who dont like bananas, 39% 
have curly hair.DOUBLE PLAYYoure extremely likely to dislike bananas if you both:think of soup as only a cold-
weather fooddont like guacamoleNO CORRELATIONPeople who dont like bananas are almost exactly as likely as 
the average person to:think a moat is a more important feature in a castle than secret passagesprefer a neat-freak 
roommate over a messy onebe good at remembering the words to songs 


