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Death in Winterreise: Musico-Poetic Associations in Schubert's Song Cycle (Musical Meaning and I nterpretation):

Lauri Suurp brings together two rigorous methodol ogies, Greimassian semiotics and Schenkerian analysis, to provide
aunique perspective on the expressive power of Franz Schubert's song cycle. Focusing on the final songs, Suurp deftly
combines textual and tonal analysisto reveal death as a symboalic presence if not actual character in the musical
narrative. Suurp demonstrates the incongruities between semantic content and musical representation as it surfaces
throughout the final songs. This close reading of the winter songs, coupled with creative applications of theory and a
thorough history of the poetic and musical genesis of thiswork, brings new insights to the study of text-music
relationships and the song cycle.

Death in Winterreise presents a unique and captivating study of Schuberts cycle, exposing us to new musico-poetic
relationships between Mllers poems and the composers text-settings. (Music Theory Online)Suurp's Death in
Winterreiseis a collection of nuanced and musically sensitive analyses that are awelcome addition to Lieder analysis.
... Suurp's innovative combination of methodologies, his astute interpretation of textual and tonal relations across the
second half of the cycle, and his consistently clear communication of musical insights create an analytical journey well
worth following. (Music Theory Spectrum)Desath in Winterreise is awide-ranging study of Schubert's winter songs,
one that navigates gracefully between the intricate rigors of Greimassian semiotics and Schenkerian analysis, the
intersection of which offers a systematic approach to the study of text-music relationships in song. Surpaa's
explanation of his methodology is remarkably clear in the early chapters and well executed in the analytical chapters.
The book offers a new methodology for the study of musico-poetic associationsin song . . . . The book will be of
immediate value to those interested in the study of textmusic relationships in song, the study of Schenkerian analysis,
especially close readings of individual songs, the study of Winterreise in particular, and the study of musical meaning
in general. (Journal of Schenkerian Studies)[This] book will doubtless give professional analysts plenty of fodder to
chew over. Those with aless analytical bent should certainly not be put off; the chapters teem with helpful
summations and thorough cross-referencing. The chapters on the nature of cycles and the relationship between music
and text are highly informative, and worth reading in their own right. . . . this book cannot but help deepen a
peformer's understanding of the cycle. (Early Music )Lauri Suurpaa's Death in Winterreise is a welcome addition to
the literature on Schuberts second song cycle. (Music Analysis)Suurps book offers scholars, analysts, and performers a
path through Winterreise and constructs a valuabl e theoretical system for analyzing musico-poetic relationships. Its
eclectic analytical approach, paradoxically, reveals unity behind Winterreises familiar story. . . . Suurps
psychologically compelling interpretation and deep musical insights will be warmly received by anyone wishing to
discover yet further meanings in Schuberts challenging cycle. (Notes)Lauri Suurps book is a significant contribution to
Schenkerian studies. (Music Theory and Analysis)Notwithstanding the substantial contribution to textual analysis
provided by Death in Winterreise, the books ultimate value liesin its detailed engagement with the music of this song
cycle, and the authors facility for vivid analytical elucidation. Just as Mller draws us towards the innermost thoughts
and despairs of hiswanderer, so Suurp conveys his reader inwards towards a deeper, more profound appreciation of
these songs and their musicopoetic associations. (Music and Letters)Suurps book is a highly valuable addition to the
literature on Winterreise, while also being one that devel ops innovative approaches to the analysis of vocal music in
general. It would be most interesting to apply the same methodology to the first thirteen songs of the cycle (or indeed
to other songs and song cycles) to find out whether the combination of Schenker and Greimas works equally well
there. For now, we have to praise Lauri Suurp for opening up new insightsinto Schubert, the analysis of vocal music
and, last but not least, the engagement with death through music. (Journal of the Society for Musicology in Ireland)
Death in 'Winterreise' brings a fresh new perspective on the expressive power of Schuberts great cycle. Suurp
negotiates skillfully between larger contexts and individual details. Neither imposing nor ignoring its cyclic aspects, he
allowsthe inexorable trgjectory of the latter part of these winter songsto tell its own narrative and musical story.
(Frank Samarotto Jacobs School of Music, Indiana University)About the AuthorLauri Suurp is Professor of Music
Theory at the Sibelius Academy in Helsinki, Finland.



