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Douglas Keesey : Paul Verhoeven  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised Paul Verhoeven: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Classic DirectorBy JetpackThese Taschen books have a reputation 
for being coffee table books. They contain great images, so this is justified.But they also combine pretty good words to 
accompany the images, and this edition on Verhoeven is no different.The written information in this book is both 
informative and interesting (if you are interested in cinema that is), and while it is not loaded with academic insight 
(look somewhere else if that's what your after) it is full up with a chronological time line about the Dutch films and 
Hollywood films Verhoeven has made - as well as an insight into what made this guy into the ultra violent, sex minded 
director he is.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Good for fansBy EMqubeGreat book on all of his 
works, from his early films in the Netherlands, all the way up through the repulsively awful 'Hollow Man'. If you're a 
fan, this is a fantastic compendium to his films, with some great pictures and original script pages. The critiques are hit 
or miss, but the information is pretty solid. Recommended for fans, but would probably be really dull if you aren't a 
fan.Some really interesting behind-the-scenes stuff on his Hollywood films that make for great reading for fans of 
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'Robocop', 'Total Recall', 'Basic Instinct', 'Showgirls' and others.It's kind of cool to read the statistical data on the 
individual films as well. Things like box office take domestically versus globally, cost of production, etc.If you're a 
Verhoeven fan, you will probably enjoy this, others need not apply though.0 of 7 people found the following review 
helpful. you are under arrest: buy this book!By Joey Fernandezbasically unreadable, but to join verhoeven with the 
ranks of kubrick, hitchcock and fellini is just pure genius. and oh the pictures are really nice.

Known for always pushing the envelope when it comes to showing sex and violence on screen, Paul Verhoeven has 
directed controversial films in several genres, including the erotic thriller (Basic Instinct), melodrama (Showgirls) and 
science fiction (RoboCop, Total Recall, Starship Troopers, Hollow Man). However, even before going to Hollywood, 
Verhoeven had been a succ's de scandale in his native Netherlands, where he directed a war saga (Soldier of Orange), 
a medieval epic (Flesh+Blood), a psychosexual thriller (The Fourth Man) and a sex comedy (Turkish Delight, which 
was voted Best Dutch Film of the Century at the Netherlands Film Festival). Verhoeven has shown that visceral thrills 
can be thought provoking, challenging our received notions of heroism, patriotism, and eroticism. He has created some 
of the most courageous and contentious films of recent years. Made with full access to Paul Verhoeven's archives!

"As a director, my goal is to be completely open. Just look at how I portray sex in my films. They're considered 
shocking and obscene because I like to carefully examine human sexuality. It has to be realistic." Paul 
Verhoeven"About the AuthorDouglas Keesey was educated at U.C. Berkeley (B.A.) and Princeton (Ph.D.). He has 
published books on Don DeLillo (Twayne), along with essays on Thomas Pynchon, James Dickey, Stephen King and 
Peter Weir. He is a professor of film and literature at California Polytechnic State University. Keesey is also the author 
of TASCHEN's Erotic Cinema. 


