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Richard Decordova : Picture Personalities: The Emergence of the Star System in America  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Picture Personalities: The Emergence of the 
Star System in America: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy YogiGood price, good service.6 of 10 people found the 
following review helpful. Fascinating look at the phenomenon of movie star celebrityBy A CustomerI knew the late 
Richard Decordova when we were kids. I lost touch with him after high school, and was intrigued to find out years 
later that he had become a college professor in the field of movies, film-making, etc. This book is a fascinating peek at 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=025207016X


the concept of stardom in America.

Moving pictures existed for over a decade before anything resembling a star system appeared. Then American cinema 
went from being devoid of stars to being dependent on them. This is an account of this development in cinema and 
modern culture.

"This is film history at its best, relying on a wealth of archival sources to reject, refine, and clarify the received history, 
sifted through a sophisticated theoretical model of relationship between culture, industry, and consumer. It all adds up 
to the definitive tale of the myth of Hollywood stardom." -- David Desser, coauthor of American-Jewish Filmmakers: 
Traditions and TrendsFrom the Inside Flap"This is film history at its best, relying on a wealth of archival sources to 
reject, refine, and clarify the received history, sifted through a sophisticated theoretical model of relationship between 
culture, industry, and consumer. It all adds up to the definitive tale of the myth of Hollywood stardom." -- David 
Desser, coauthor of American-Jewish Filmmakers: Traditions and Trends 


