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Darrell William Davis: Picturing Japaneseness before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and al praised Picturing Japaneseness:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Intersting insights on a highly visual culture.By Laird M.
WilcoxVery interest account of how the Japanese -- a highly visual culture -- depict themselvesin movies and other
forms of art and entertainment. It helped to explain some aspects of Japanese film that other writers barely touched on.

| would recommend it.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0231102313

Explores the role of 1930s Japanese cinema in the construction of a national identity and in the larger context of
Japan's encounter-and struggle-with the West and modernity. Davis lends a new perspective to such celebrated films
as Gate of Hell, Kagemusha, and Ran.

.com Film scholars often think of movies as cultural mirrors, reflections of their audience's dreams and beliefs. But in
this accessible and absorbing book, Darrell William Davis argues that movies can also be an active force, contributing
to and even helping to create a nation's sense of its own identity. Concentrating on the Japanese cinema of the 1930s
and '40s, particularly on early works by the great director Kenji Mizoguchi, Davis shows how these movies
distinguished Japanese culture from all others. Here, Davis argues, were a group of distinctly Eastern craftsmen who
created a nationalistic art out of an essentially Western medium. This book provides an excellent and compelling
analysis of the cinema, culture, and politics of Japan. "An ambitious attempt to place... [ "jidaigeki" or historical
drama] in their social and political context. In doing so, [Davis] explores the importance of these filmsin forging a
national identity.... A thought-provoking study designed for a broad audience ranging from film scholarsto historians
of Japanese culture." -- "Film Quarterly"" An ambitious attempt to place... "jidaigeki" or historical dramain their social
and political context. In doing so, Davis explores the importance of these filmsin forging a national identity.... A
thought-provoking study designed for a broad audience ranging from film scholars to historians of Japanese

culture." -- "Film Quarterly"" An ambitious attempt to place... [ jidaigeki or historical drama] in their social and
political context. In doing so, [Davis] explores the importance of these filmsin forging a national identity.... A thought-
provoking study designed for a broad audience ranging from film scholars to historians of Japanese culture." -- Film
Quarterly" An ambitious attempt to place... [ "jidaigeki" or historical drama] in their social and political context. In
doing so, [Davis] explores the importance of these filmsin forging anational identity.... A thought-provoking study
designed for a broad audience ranging from film scholars to historians of Japanese culture.” -- "Film Quarterly" About
the Author



