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Shannon R. Wooden, Ken Gillam : Pixar's Boy Stories: Masculinity in a Postmodern Age  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Pixar's Boy Stories: Masculinity in a 
Postmodern Age: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. This book is a good representation of what passes for intellectual 
thought in gender ...By SarahThis book is a good representation of what passes for intellectual thought in gender 
studies. It begins with a forty-page introduction were the authors cite and pay homage to dozens of gender studies 
authors that came before them. This reeks of begging to be part of the circle of academic citation that runs rampant 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1442275650


today. What follows is 142 pages of citation laden tedious text.

This volume examines films produced by Pixar Animation Studios between 1995 and 2013, exploring how boys 
become men and how men measure up in films from Toy Story to Monsters University. Offering counterintuitive 
readings of such works, this book describes how the films quietly but forcefully reiterate traditional masculine norms, 
in terms of what they praise and what they condemn.

Written by a husband and wife team, this excellent book deals with the issues surrounding raising boys in a society 
that seems to offer young men only rigidly defined gender roles. Wooden and Gillam argue that in the postfeminist 
era, with the collapse of the traditional patriarchy, boys are given conflicting messages by the mediaparticularly, as 
discussed in this book, by Pixar animated cartoons. Jammed into roles of either supportive helpmates or macho 
superheroes, young boys often emulate the exaggerated heroics of Pixar's characters to become, in the words of the 
authors, 'relentlessly competitive, aggressive, violent and emotionally restricted,' unsure of how to construct 
themselves in a new social landscape. The authors demonstrate this in detailed readings of Pixar films that, for them, 
embrace a hypermasculine culture that is both unrealistic and damaging. The parents of two young boys, Wooden and 
Gillam worry that their sons are not getting the moral, emotional, or social guidance they need from pop culture, and 
here they argue for ways to counteract Pixar's limited role models. . . .[T]his is an impassioned and deeply felt book, 
well worth reading. Summing Up: Recommended. Upper-division undergraduates through faculty and professionals. 
(CHOICE)Pixar's Boy Stories is an important contribution to boyhood and childhood studies. . . .The authors find 
some interesting patterns in presenting stereotypical jocks and nerds, often overlooked by critics and the general 
public. The book is well-written and captivating. (IRSCL: International Research Society for Children's 
Literature)About the AuthorShannon R. Wooden is professor of English at Missouri State University, where she 
teaches British literature, critical theory, disability studies, and literature and medicine.Ken Gillam is Director of 
Composition at Missouri State University, where he teaches composition theory and writing pedagogy. 


