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Nancy Beiman : Prepare to Board! Creating Story and Characters for Animated Features and Shorts: 2nd 
Edition  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Prepare to 
Board! Creating Story and Characters for Animated Features and Shorts: 2nd Edition: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great for the Character Designing Newbie...PLUS!By A. R. 
HolmesFor the newbie to character design, this book is a must! It introduces the idea of the storyboard while also 
walking you through the process of designing characters. It goes into the character line-up, a concept with which I was 
not familiar. And since I was in a graduate-level class and what they assumed were basic concepts were not taught, 
this book helped me in developing a final project...a character line-up.For the person who has dabbled in designing 
character for as long as he/she can remember, this helps in becoming more professional in the process! So, it's a great 
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book for all who want to begin the learning process as well as those who are pretty good at it already! Great buy!0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy MomNmadExactly as described!0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Awesome book. It is in textbook formBy pendragAwesome book. It is in textbook form, 
very user-friendly and full of information on polishing the characters, story-line, background, and presentation the best 
it can possibly be. Book was also in new condition and came quickly.

Successful storyboards and poignant characters have the power to make elusive thoughts and emotions tangible for 
audiences. Packed with illustrations that illuminate and a text that entertains and informs, Prepare to Board , 2nd 
edition presents the methods and techniques of animation master, Nancy Beiman, with a focus on pre-production, 
story development and character design. As one of the only storyboard titles on the market that explores the 
intersection of creative character design and storyboard development, the second edition of Prepare to Board is an 
invaluable resource for beginner and intermediate artists. Animators and artists will be able to spot potential problems 
before they cost time and money. Learn how the animation storyboard differs from live action boards and how 
characters must be developed simultaneously with the story. Positive and negative examples of storyboard and 
character design are presented and analyzed to demonstrate successful problem-solving techniques, applicable to a 
variety of animation projects. Featuring in-depth interviews with leading animators and storyboard artists, artists and 
animators alike can adapt professional workflows, techniques and problem solving solutions and add them to their 
own creative toolkit. Of course, no book about storyboarding would be complete without a rundown of the basic 
concepts of cinematic storytelling: camera angles, lenses, and composition. Artwork from an international array of 
students and professionals supplement the author's own illustrations. New to this edition will be a fully developed 
companion website featuring video tutorials highlighting the creation of animatics, good and bad pitching techniques 
along with updated images and even more content driven techniques.

'Nancy Beiman has done an excellent job explaining the story development and boarding process, and I am certain this 
book will be a useful tool to all animation students and schools.'Brian P. McEntee, Art Director 'Beauty and the Beast' 
and Production Designer 'Ice Age''No one knows more about designing characters and creating story for animation 
than Nancy Beiman. Lavishly illustrated and expertly written, she draws on all her experience as a teacher, an artist 
and an animation industry veteran. A must-have for anyone who wants to make an animated film.'Jerry Beck, 
Animation Historian, www.cartoonbrew.com'In the library of motion picture how/to books, one topic that has not been 
adequately explained is the art of storyboarding. Internationally known animator Nancy Beiman draws upon her 
experience to create for the first time a definitive manual for the art. Lavishly illustrated and highly readable, it is 
essential reading for anyone serious about learning how to create stories, characters and storyboards for film.' Tom 
Sito, animator, author of Drawing the Line: The Untold Story of the Animation Unions from Bosko to Bart Simpson. 
'At long last we have a comprehensive new book covering the not always fully-understood areas of the animated film 
production processes of story and character development, and their care and feeding. Nancy Beiman, a seasoned 
Producer, Writer, Teacher, Story Artist, and former Disney Animator who has worked all over the globe, has authored 
a book which I predict will become a textbook in animation programs everywhere.'Bill MatthewsAnimation 
Professor'Nancy Beiman knows that storyboards are about more than continuity and cutting; they're about character 
and conflict. A good storyboard has the power to make things as elusive as thoughts and emotions tangible for 
audiences. Prepare To Board fulfills the promise of its title by supplying readers with solid advice and illustrated 
examples that will help them make successful animated films.'Mark Mayerson, Professor of Animation, Sheridan 
College'Nancy Beiman has written an excellent book onanimation...Beiman is a natural for writing about 
storyboarding.'AWN.com"The author has a breezy, anecdote-packed style that makes reading about the craft a real 
pleasure. Beiman, who teaches animation at the Rochester Institute of Technology, is the kind of guiding force you 
wish you could have by your side at all times. Reading her book is the next best thing. -Ramin Zahed, Animation 
MagazineAbout the AuthorCurrently teaching animation and character design at the Rochester Institute of 
Technology, Nancy has worked for nearly thirty years as a supervising animator, director, character designer, and 
storyboard artist. A graduate of the Character Animation Program at the California Institute of the Arts, Nancy worked 
in development and as a supervising animator on several Disney features including A Goofy Movie, Hercules and 
Treasure Planet. She was nominated for an Annie award in 2000 for storyboarding Little Angelita for Disney and won 
a Cine Golden Eagle in 1984 for her personal film Your Feets' Too Big. Nancy is a member of the National 
Cartoonists Society and the Australian Black and White Cartoonists Club. In recent years she has illustrated two 
children's books, Duffy and the Invisible Crocodile and Basil Bigboots the Pirate for Australian writer Patricia Bernard 
in 2004, and taught at the Savannah College of Art And Design. 


