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From University of California Press: Refiguring American Film Genres. Theory and History before purchasing
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Refiguring American Film Genres:

Theory and History:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Significant collectionBy Uke EnthusiastRefiguring Film Genreis by
in large a highly useful volume of essays. It includes Linda William's widely discussed essay on melodrama.

This collection of essays by leading American film scholars charts awhole new territory in genre film criticism.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0520207319

Rather than assuming that genres are self-evident categories, the contributors offer innovative ways to think about
types of films, and patterns within films, in a historical context. Challenging familiar attitudes, the essays offer new
conceptual frameworks and afresh look at how popular culture functions in American society. The range of essaysis
exceptional, from David J. Russell's insights into the horror genre to Carol J. Clover's provocative take on "tria films"
to Leo Braudy's argument for the subject of nature as a genre. Also included are essays on melodrama, race, film noir,
and the industrial context of genre production. The contributors confront the poststructuralist critique of genre head-
on; together they are certain to shape future debates concerning the viability and vitality of genrein studying American
cinema.

About the AuthorNick Browne is Professor of Film at the University of California, Los Angeles, and coeditor of New
Chinese Cinemas. Forms, |dentities, Politics (1994).



