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Amber Day : Satire and Dissent: Interventions in Contemporary Political Debate  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Satire and Dissent: Interventions in Contemporary 
Political Debate: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. ProvocativeBy Tony HoustonDay explores the question of whether 
satire is fundamentally conservative or radical. Intuition says it's radical because it challenges the status quo, but 
scholars have argued that it serves as a safety valve and disarms activist anger. Contemporary activist satirists such as 
Jon Steward, Stephen Colbert and the Yes Men complicate the question. By blurring the boundaries between satire and 
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activism, they make it impossible to tease the two apart. Day successfully casts doubt on the conventional view of 
satire from scholarship, but the contrary case will be more difficult to make. She definitely establishes that satire and 
activism can work in tandem.

In an age when Jon Stewart frequently tops lists of most-trusted newscasters, the films of Michael Moore become a 
dominant topic of political campaign analysis, and activists adopt ironic, fake personas to attract attentionthe satiric 
register has attained renewed and urgent prominence in political discourse. Amber Day focuses on the parodist news 
show, the satiric documentary, and ironic activism to examine the techniques of performance across media, 
highlighting their shared objective of bypassing standard media outlets and the highly choreographed nature of current 
political debate.

Satire and Dissent is an intriguing dissection of concourse in American society today and its impact on the the politics 
of the people.June 2011 (The Midwest Book )Saitre and Dissent redefines what it means to agree to disagree and so is 
a worthy addition to the literature on contemporary satire and poliltical humor. (Rhetoric Public Affairs)In this 
compelling new book, Day manages to not only persuasively argue why political satire has gained such a foothold in 
our popular culture, but also convincingly argues why it matters. July 2011 (liminalities.net) Amber Days critical 
study of parodic television shows, satiric documentaries, and ironic activism reveals how comedy became an 
important means for political dissent during the past decade, and why it continues to be a vital resource for democratic 
renewal. (Robert Hariman Northwestern University)Day deftly demonstrates the power of satire as a means of political 
critique and engagement. Casting a wide net, she examines how such critiques are performed in numerous media and 
genres, on and off the screen. Day adds an important new voice, advancing significant theoretical insights. This is a 
'dont miss' volume. (Jeffrey P. Jones author of Entertaining Politics: Satiric Television and Political Engagement)The 
use of irony and satire in politics . . . has become a leading characteristic of left-liberal politics in the new millennium. 
Amber Day argues persuasively why this has come to be, while explaining its mechanics and exploring its function 
and effect. (Stephen Duncombe author of Dream: Re-Imagining Progressive Politics in an Age of Fantasy)An 
excellent book, rich with detail and argument, sparkling with intelligence. Day illustrates how irony and satire are vital 
components of today's political system, and she charts their performative uses across popular culture with skill and 
panache. (Jonathan Gray author of Show Sold Separately: Promos, Spoilers, and Other Media Paratexts)About the 
AuthorAmber Day is Assistant Professor of Performance Studies in the English and Cultural Studies Department at 
Bryant University. 


