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Bruce Scivally : Superman on Film, Television, Radio and Broadway before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Superman on Film, Television, Radio and Broadway:

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. The human story behind the greatest superhero of them all!By John
CorkBruce Scivally has done a masterful job of linking ailmost 80 years of history into a gripping narrative. This book
looks behind the hype and into the stories of Superman'’s origins and most movingly, into the lives of those who
created the Superman myth. We discover how the Man of Steel challenged those who tried to bring him to life on the
radio, in movies, on television and the stage--the very mediawhere life was breathed into the simple character from
the comics. What unfolds is an amazing story of Hollywood, egos, failures, creative triumphs and even delusional
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mental illness. There were pointsin this story where | literally wondered how the character survived in the hands of
those who held therights. | came away understanding quite a bit more about why Superman became and stayed
popular even to those who never really read the comics. The book details the subtle and not-so-subtle changes in the
character that have allowed him to succeed in numerous incarnations on television and film. Thisisavery revealing
and illuminating look at a character who has survived and prospered for so long because of the way he has been
trandated to radio, film, television and Broadway. Great details on all the performers who have played Superman and
all the key creative forces behind each incarnation. If you are interested in entertainment industry history, this book
gives as grand of an overview as you could want by examining one character through virtually every facet of our
media-obsessed culture.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great Superman History Book!!By Jeff-Rol
really like this book!! | expected it to be thicker, but it has very few picsinit so it isnot asthick. | like the detail it has.
| am just happy it's available!! I've wanted it since | found out it was comming out. | recommend thisto any Superman
fan!6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. It'sabird, It'saplane, It'sagreat book! By R. J. ZaguliAs
someone who owns Mr. Scivally's great James Bond: The Legacy, | was really looking forward to receiving my copy
of hislatest, Superman on Film, Television, Radio and Broadway.The cover showcases the title exploding out from
the Man of Steel's chest as he rips open his shirt - PERFECT!! | am a huge fan of that iconic image and couldn't think
of abetter choice for the cover.The book itself is 240 pages long (of that about 50 pages at the end are appendices,
chapter notes, a bibliography and an index). Unlike James Bond: The Legacy, this book is"normal" sizeat 7" x 10"
with athick - almost textbook thick - cover. There are unfortunately precious few pictures spread throughout the
book - if I counted right there are only 12 and they are black and white. Now, sounds like | was dissappointed right?
Wrong!'What Mr. Scivally seemsto have aimed for is the definitive textbook on the history of the Man of Stedl. It is
thorough, well-written and ajoy to read. | am concerned though that at alist price of US$49.95, it may not reach the
widespread audience it should. | am somewhat confused about the price point | have to admit - | would have expected
it to be closer to US$29.99. Anyway, on to the review...From the dedication page which reads:"To my dear wife,
Sandra, and daughter, Amanda, who, every day, make this Clark Kent feel like a Superman"the reader knows that the
author is dedicated to the character and telling a fascinating story of the challenges which were faced in bringing every
incarnation of Superman to life. He thoroughly covers the creation of our hero by Siegel and Shuster, hisradio and
cartoon appearances, the Kirk Alyn serials and the George Reeves era. Included are the "failed" attempts of Superboy
and Superpup, the Broadway show It'saBird... It'saPlane.... It's Superman, and of course the movies we have come
to love and question beginning with Superman: The Movie and ending with Superman Returns. The TV incarnations
of Lois Clark and Smallville are extremely well covered and will no doubt surprise most readers with some tidbits
even seasoned fans don't know. | consider myself a pretty knowledgable guy on the history of Superman but there
were many things | didn't know and really enjoyed discovering. For those who want to relive the recent years
including the efforts before Superman Returns made it to the screen they are very well handled - its a miracle Singer's
film made it to theaters after al the trials and tribulations that proceeded it.I would like to end this review with Mr.
Scivally's afterword - | think it really encompasses al our hopes and dreams for the Man of Steel. His book will be a
very worthwhile addition to any Superman fan's collection."Will there be another Superman movie? Of course there
will. It'sinevitable, because Superman istoo much a part of our culture. He has been celebrated in song by Jim Croce,
Barbra Streisand, The Kinks, REM, Five for Fighting, and 3 Doors Down. He has been a video game fixture since the
dawn of the computer revolution.The comic books are still selling steadily, and the yearly Superman Celebration in
Metropolis, Illinois continues to attract thousands of visitors each June.From the pages of the comicsto radio's theater
of the imagination, from the intimacy of television to the majesty of the movies, there has always been and will
perhaps always be a Superman for every medium and every generation.”

First introduced in a 1938 comic book, Superman has since become an iconic character in American entertainment.
This complete history covers Superman'’s appearances in film and television, from the 1941 introduction of the first
Superman cartoon to the 2006 live-action film Superman Returns. The book includes several rarely seen photographs
of the actors who have brought Superman to life for over seven decades, including Clayton "Bud" Collyer, Kirk Alyn,
George Reeves and Christopher Reeve. Multiple appendices provide a complete listing of Superman-related books and
websites, along with a comprehensive list of the cast and characters featured in Superman films, television shows, and
radio programs since 1941.

"comprehensive...detail is numbing...thorough...excellent...value...enthusiastically endorsed"--Library Journal;
"riveting media history...covers every movie, radio, film and Broadway incarnation of Superman, with full accounts of
how the people who created or starred in them got involved with the project”--Big Reel; "aterrific book"--Cinema
Retro; "quite comprehensive; something Superman aficionados will certainly appreciate”--Script Magazine;
"complete...chronicles the men who have portrayed Supeman...as well as the behind-the-scenes struggles to bring the
superhero to life in cartoons, serials, TV programs, movies and on the Broadway stage”--The Huntsville Times;
"meticulous’--American Profile; "the story behind the various Superman films and television shows, aswell asthe



1966 Broadway musical, 'It'saBird...It'sa Plane...It's Superman™--Pioneer Press.About the AuthorFilm historian,
documentary writer and producer Bruce Scivaly livesin Wilmette, Illinois.



